Blueprint confirms plan for
4,000 homes in Green·Belt
New rail"Yay station and schools also included in council's proposals
Callum Keown
ckeown@nqo.com

PLANS for 4,000 new homes, new
schools and a railway station
north of Oxford would 'carve up'
the Green Belt and ruin the environment for future generations, it
has been claimed.
A review of Cherwell District
Council's Local Plan has revealed
details of proposed development
for land around Kidlington, Begbroke and Yarnton.
A new railway station could
also be built between Begbroke
and Yarnton, and three primary
schools and a 900-pupil secondary
school are also planned.
The district council, which has
agreed to contribute to Oxford's un-

met housing need, said the homes
had to be close to the city and there
were 'exceptional circumstances'
to build on the protected land because Oxford had the "worst housing crisis in the country".
But Helen Marshall, director of
the Oxfordshire branch, of CPRE
(Campaign to Protect Rural England), said: "Building in the Green
Belt is not a matter of choice for
councils, but a last resort, to be
undertaken only if there is no alternative and where there are 'exceptional circumstances'.
"Once gone, the Green Belt can
never be replaced; the public
knows it is wrong to carve it up
piecemeal as Cherwell intend.
"Short-term housing need does
not and should not trump permanence of Green Belt protection,

which is an ·environmental resource for future generations."
Under the plans, a 1,950-home
community would be built on land
east of the A44 at Begbroke with
two primary schools and a secondary school created around the existing Begbroke Science Park.
On top of this, 1,180 homes, and
another primary school, have been
allocated to land north of Oxford
between Cutteslowe and the A34,
including North Oxford Golf Club,
The club would be relocated to
Frieze Farm - just yards from its
existing course.
A further 530 homes are planned
west of the A44 near Yarnton,
with 330 more on the south and
east boundaries of Kidlington
and 410 on the edge of Woodstock
-the latter being the only site cho-

sen that is outside the Green Belt.
Alan Lodwick, of the campaign
group Kidlington Development
Watch, said: "This level of growth
will make existing traffic problems much worse and destroy
open countryside and habitats.
"The area between Oxford and
Woodstock including .Kidlington ,
Begbroke and Yarnton would start
to become a vast urban sprawl."
Begbroke and Yarnton Green
Belt campaign member Martin Oldfield_ argued that villages
would lose their identity.
But Oxford City Council leader
Bob Price said the 'exceptional
demand' for houses meant there
was a need to build on Green Belt
land. He added: "It is not urban
sprawl - it is the development of
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The proposals

A map showing the proposed developments, most on Green Belt land.

'It will become a nice place to live'
• Continued from page 1

Campaigners Giles Lewls pnd Prof Martin Oldfield want to protect
Green Belt land around Yarnton and Begbroke Picture: Richard Cave

planned sustainable new communities. We have the country's worst
housing crisis, the most expensive
houses in the country, some of highest rents and the longest waiting
lists for social housing.
''And with employment growth in
the area, we need the housing."
Bus lane improvements would create 'rapid transit routes' into the city
and a cycle super highway would
run from Kidlington, past Oxford
Parkway into Oxford.
Mr Price also backed plans for a
new railway station and said the developments would become attractive
places to live.
He ·said: "In addressing Oxford's
unmet need there needs to be sustainable access to jobs in Oxford.
"Rail has already made a huge difference with Oxford Parkway and a,
stop here will mean many people in
the Begbtoke and Kidlington developments could walk or cycle to get

the train - it will be a nice place to
live."
He added that it would complement
the Northern Gateway development,
which will be predominantly commercial.
The plans include 'compensatory'
land for open space with Cutteslowe
Park being extended and a hature reserve being created west of Yarnton.
Cherwell District Council leader,
Barry Wood, said: "We are of the
view the development must be provided so that it is well connected
to Oxford and supports the city's
economy; universities and its local
employment base.
"In addition growth must ensure
that people have convenient, affordable and sustainable travel opportunities to the city's places of work and
to its serviees and facilities."
Chenvell's executive board is expected to approve the. draft alloca.tions on Monday before a public consultation gets under way.

To cater for the new communities
proposed north of the city a large
number of transport improvements
have been deemed 'critical'.
Bus lane improvements and
signalised junctions along the .
A4260 between Kidlington and
Oxford Parkway, and·further along
the A4165 will be carried out in the
next five years, with the same in
store for the A44 from Yarnton to
B.e gbroke and beyond to
Woodstock Road.
Cycle 'ti\lper highways' will be
built along the same stretches of
road and from Oxford Parkway into
the city centre.
·A new rail station as well as the
creation of a new Park-and-Ride at
Kidliligton Airport will also be
explored.
Green corridors for' cyclists aod
pedestrians will also be
constructed leading from
CuHeslowe Park to Oxford
Parkway.
Sports facilities, including new 3G
pitches and cricket ground have
also been earmarked at the
development south-east of'
'
Kidlington.
The Strategic Housing Market _,
A_!5seument- commissioned by
the district councils in 201.3 - put
Oxford's share of homes to be built •
by 2031 at 28,000 but the city said
lack of space meant neighbours
would need to shoulder the burden.
Last year the Oxfordshire Growth
Board assigned Cherwell District
Council 4,400, and after extensive
assessments and discussions with
Oxford City Council, revealed
yesterday its favoured sites.

a

